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It may well happen that we shall see a shertage of paper and even if we 
shall never know the want of it as did the ancients, it is ef interest te look 
back upon the origin of this article, so indispensable to our daily living. 

The word paper is derived from the Greek papyros (papyrus). The Chinese 
who were first at almost everything, from printing to gunpowder, are said to 
have used paper in the 2nd Century before the Christian Era, but it did not ap- 
pear elsewhere until a thousand years later. The Arabs made it in the 9th Cen- 
tury, at first from linen, and later from vegetable fiber. 


Paper first appeared in Europe, in Spain as early as the 12th Century, 
and was made by the Moers. It was known at that time, as cloth parchment, 
Paper making reached a high level of excellence in Italy for a time, but a pre- 
hibition of its manufacture in favor of wellum brought paper into a decline, In 
the 13th and 14th Centuries many factories were making paper in Italy whence its 
use and manufacture spread to western Europe. 


There seems to have been almost no widespread knowledge of paper making in 
England before the time of Elizabeth, but paper in England was always compara- 
tively cheap. Curiously enough, despite the use of sand for blotting, even as 
late as the opening of the 19th Century, blotting paper came into use almest as 
early as printing did. Blotters have been found in old account boeks dating 
from the 15th Century. 


The watermark began te be used in Europe almost as soon as paper. The 
Orientals did not use it for some reason. Watermarks were at first simple, con- 
sisting of crosses, circles, triangles, etc. At first watermarks were made by 
means of wires twisted into a design and sewed inte the mould in which the pa- 
per was made and this process is till used in hand-made paper. Today, water- 
marks are of value chiefly in identifying documents as te time and place of 
origin. In the case of postage stamps, their genuineness or classification can 


sometimes be determined only by the watermark or its absence. 


H.W.J. 
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